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ELAM (ELAMTU, HATAMTI) 

The ancient civilization of Elam remains very incompletely understood. This society, whose members spoke a 
language unrelated to any other, appears to have emerged in the southwestern portion of the Iranian plateau 
sometime in the early 3 rd millennium BC. Modern research has clarified that the land properly known as Elam 
was actually a portion of the plateau, while the lowland of Susiana, where Elam’s favored royal residence Susa 
(Susun) was located, constituted a separate and sometimes detached part of the kingdom. Other regions that 
formed part of the same kingdom during most or some of Elam’s history lay considerably further to the east 
(such as Ansan in later Persis/Fars, and Simaski perhaps in Kirman or even Bactria and Sogdiana). 

The first historical event recorded of Elam is a note in the Sumerian kinglist that the king of Kis, En-me- 
barage-si (historically attested, c.1600 BC), defeated “Elamtu.” The first two dynasties of kings associated with 
Elam are listed in an old kinglist from Susa which, unlike its Mesopotamian equivalents, supplies no information 
about the lengths of reigns or the filiation of the kings. We have no way of knowing if the listing is accurate or 
exhaustive. The later kings of the Awan dynasty were contemporary to the kings of Akkad (who controlled the 
lowlands of Susiana), and the dynasty seems to have been overthrown by the kings of Ur III in the 21 st century 
BC. This appears to have been followed by the takeover of highland Elam by a new dynasty from distant Simaski, 
which eventually not only took over Susiana, but also sacked Ur and carried its last king Ibbi-Sin into captivity 
(in 2004 BC according to the Mesopotamian Middle Chronology). A branch of this dynasty continued to rule 
Elam and Susiana for some three centuries, with the senior ruler adopting the title sukkalmah , and junior rulers 
being appointed as sukkals of Elam and Simaski (in the plateau) or of Susa (in the lowlands). While a number of 
these kings are attested in their own inscriptions and in contemporary Mesopotamian sources, the surviving 
evidence is insufficient to construct an exact and certain chronology and genealogy of the royal house. The end 
of the dynasty corresponds with the conventional ending of what is now called the Old-Elamite perid. 

The Middle-Elamite period began with an obscure line (?) of kings of Susa and Ansan who bore names and 
titles distinguishing them from their sukkalmah predecessors. Better documented are two succeeding lines of 
kings, established by Igi-halki and Sutruk-Nahhunte I, respectively, which might have constituted one and the 
same dynasty. The heirs of Igi-halki engaged in diplomatic relations with their Kassite contamporaries in 
Babylon, contracting dynastic marriages, and building new cities in Mesopotamian style (Dur-Untas, with its 
impressive ziggurat dedicated to the Elamite god Insusinak). Their Sutrukid successors reprised Elam’s earlier 
intervention in southern Mesopotamia by overthrowing the Kassite dynasty in the mid-1 2 th century BC, but a 
new king of Babylon, Nabu-kudurri-usur I, seems to have inflicted a devastating defeat of Elam in the late 1100s 
BC. With Susiana possibly passing under Babylonian control we lose sight of the Elamite state (presumably 
surviving in the highlands) for over three centuries. 

Historical evidence becomes available for the Neo-Elamite Period only in the 8 th century BC. At this time, 
the Elamites became involved in the ongoing struggles between Assyria and Babylonia, but reversed their late 
Bronze Age stance by supporting the Babylonians against the Assyrians. The military effort took a heavy toll on 
the Elamite state and destabilized its monarchy. Moreover, by c.700 BC the Elamite state appears to have lost 
control of most of its holdings in the Iranian plateau, including Ansan; these regions seem to have passed into 
the hands of the Medes and Persians. The Assyrian king Assur-bani-apli (669—627) carried out several 
devastating campaigns against Elam, finally razing Susa and other towns to the ground in 647 BC. This has been 
seen as the end of the Elamite state, but in fact it very unclear if even the lowlands of Susiana came to be 
controlled effectively by Assyria or its Neo-Babylonian and Median successors. Elamite kinglets, dependent or 
independent, survived into the 6 th century BC. Perhaps the last of them was Atta-hamiti-Insusinak, who is 
plausibly identified as the rebel Atamaita, defeated by the Persian king Darayavaus I in 519 BC. 

Under Persian Achaemenid rule, established directly or indirectly probably not much later than c. 550—540 
BC, Elam (the satrapy of Uvja) came to be one of the central provinces of a vast empire. Its traditional royal seat, 
Susa, was employed as the favorite winter residence of Persian kings, and the “royal road” recorded by Greek 
authors ran from Sardeis in Lydia across Anatolia and Mesopotamia to Susa. Elamite, still written in cuneiform 
script, figures along with Akkadian and Persian as one of the languages of Persian royal inscriptions. It was at 
Susa that Alexandras III of Macedon seized a vast Persian royal treasure in 331 BC and also there that he 
celebrated the mass weddings of Macedonian officers to Persian noblewomen in 3 24. After Alexandras’ death in 
323, the satrapy of Elam (Elymais) or Susiana (Sousiane) eventually passed under the control of Seleukos I 
Nikator, who established himself as king of Babylonia and the East, and later also of Syria and parts of Anatolia. 
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The area remained part of the Seleucid Empire until it lost Media and Mesopotamia to the Parthian Arsacids in 
the 15 os and 140s BC. At this point (r.147 BC) a semi-autonomous local kingdom of Elymais emerged under 
Arsacid hegemony, and continued to exist until the overthrow of the Arsacid Empire by the Persian Sasanids in 
the 120s AD. 

In the list below the dynasties of Awan and Simaski should be treated as traditional kinglists, where all 
information other than the royal names is supplied from further sources. Indented members of the Sukkalmah 
dynasty are junior royals attested only with the title of sukkal of Susa or of Elam and Simaski instead of 
sukkalmah. Wherever possible, names are given in their Elamite forms, though some names or name-elements are 
attested only in Akkadian. Elamite chronology is entirely dependent on synchronisms with Mesopotamian kings, 
and the relevant synchronisms for the Old- and Middle-Elamite periods are indicated in the list with reference 
to the Mesopotamian monarchs and their dates according to the commonly cited “Middle Chronology” (sack of 
Babylon by the Hittites in 1595 BC), although a “Middle-to-Low” chronology (sack of Babylon in 1547 BC, for 
which see for example B. Banjevic, “Ancient Eclipses and the Fall of Babylon,” Akkadica 126:2 (2005) 169-194) 
is probably to be preferred for dates before 1500 BC. For dates in the 13 th and 12 th centuries BC, the margin or 
error is probably no more than half a decade. The list, some of which is still rather tentative, largely follows the 
arrangements byj. Tavernier 2004, F. Vallat 2006, E. Quintana 1994, and E. Quintana 2010. 

OLD-ELAMITE PERIOD 

Dinasty of Awan 

Pieli 

Tari 

Ukku-tahis 

Hisur 

Susun-tarana 

Napil-hus 

Kikku-sime-temti 

Luhhisan ... son of Hisep-ratep (~ Sarru-kln of Akkad *2335—2279) 

Hisep-ratep ... son of Luhhisan (~ Rlmus of Akkad *2279—2270) 

Hielu 

Hita 

Puzur-Insusinak ... son of Simpiishuk (~ ? Ur-Namma of Ur *2113—2095) 

(to the Third Dinasty of Ur *2061) 

Dinasty of Simaski 

Girnamme (~ Sulgi of Ur *2095—2047) 

Tazitta I (~ Amar-Sin of Ur in *2039; Su-Sin of Ur in *2036) 

Ebarti I 1 (~ Su-Sin of Ur in *2032) 

Tazitta II 
Lurah-luhhan 

Kindattu ... son of Hutran-tepti (~ Ibbi-Sin of Ur in *2004; Isbi-Erra of Isin in *1999) 
Idaddu I 2 ... son of Pepi (~ Isbi-Erra of Isin in *1997) 

Tan-Ruhurater ... son of Idaddu I 

Ebarti II ... son of (?) Tan-Ruhurater (~ Iddin-Dagan of Isin *1975 — 1954) 

Idaddu II ... son of Tan-Ruhurater 

Idaddu-napir 

Idaddu-temti 


1 The name Ebarti is also given as Yabrat. 

2 The name Idaddu is also given as Indatu. 
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Sukkalmahs of Elam 

Silhaha ... son of Ebarti II 3 ; snkkalmah 
Pala-issan ... son of (?) Silhaha 

Temti-Agun I ... brother of Pala-issan 
Kuk-sanit ... son of Temti-Agun I 
Kuk-Kirmas ... son of Lankuku, brother of (?) Pala-issan 
Tem-sanit 
Kuk-Nahhunte 
Kuk-Nasur I 

Atta-husu (~ Gungunum of Larsa in *1907; Sumu-abum of Babylon in *1894) 
Tetep-mada 

Siruk-tuh (~ Samsi-Adad I of Assyria *1814—1781) 

Simut-wartas I ... son of Siruk-tuh 

Siwe-palar-huppak ... son of Siruk-tuh (~ Hammu-rapi of Babylon *1793 — 1750) 
Kudu-zulus I ... son of Siruk-tuh (~ Hammu-rapi of Babylon *1793 — 1750) 
Kutir-Nahhunte I ... son of Kudu-zulus I 
Atta-mera-halki 
Tata 

Lila-irtas ... son of Kudu-zulus I 
Temti-Agun II ... son of Siruk-tuh 
Kutir-Silhaha 

Kuk-Nasur II ... son of Temti-Agun II 
Temti-raptas 
Simut-wartas II 
Kudu-zulus II 

Sirtuh ... son of Kuk-Nasur II 
Kuk-Nasur III (~ Ammi-saduqa of Babylon in *1646) 

Tan-Uli 

Temti-halki ... son of Tan-Uli 
Kuk-Nasur IV ... son of Tan-Uli 
[...]-matlat? 


MIDDLE-ELAMITE PERIOD 

Dynasty of Kidinu 

Kidinu ... son of Adad-sarru-rabu; king of Susa and Ansan 

Tan-Ruhurater II 

Salla 

Insusinak-sunkir-nappipir (Insusinak-sar-ilani) 

Tepti-ahar (~ Kadasman-Enlil I of Babylon c.i 360) 

Dynasty of Igi-halki and Sutruk-Nahhunte 

Igi-halki... king of Susa and Ansan (~ Burna-Burias II of Babylon c.i 340) 
Pahir-issan ... son of Igi-halki (~ Kuri-galzu II of Babylon c. 13 2.0) 
Unpahas-Napirisa ... son of Pahir-issan 
Kidin-Hutran ... son of Pahir-issan 
Attar-kittah ... son of Igi-halki 


3 Or son of a distinct Ebarti III. 
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c. 780—750 
f-750-743 
743-717 
717-699 
699-693 
693—691 
691—689 
689—681 
681—675 
675—664 
664—653 
653-651 
& 653-? 
651—649 
649—648 
648—647 
647 
647 
647 
647—646: 

■.640—610 
c.6 10—590 
£■• 590-565 


Humban-numena I ... son of Attar-kittah 
Untas-Napirisa ... son of Humban-numena I 

Kidin-Hudurudis 4 ... son of Untas-Napirisa (~ Enlil-nadin-sumi of Babylon *1115 — 1114 
and Adad-suma-usur of Babylon *1117—1187) 

Napirisa-untas ... son of Kidin-Hudurudis 
Hallutus-Insusinak ... son of (?) Napirisa-untas 

Sutruk-Nahhunte I ... son of Hallutus-Insusinak (~ Zababa-suma-iddina of Babylon *1159—1158) 
Kutir-Nahhunte II ... son of Sutruk-Nahhunte I (~ Enlil-nadin-ahi of Babylon *1158—1155) 
Silhak-Insusinak I ... son of Sutruk-Nahhunte I 

Hutelutus-Insusinak ... son of Kutir-Nahhunte II 5 (~ Nabu-kudurri-usur I of Babylon *1116— 1104) 

Silhina-hamru-Lagamar ... son of Silhak-Insusinak 

Humban-numena II ... son of (?) Silhina-hamru-Lagamar 

Sutruk-Nahhunte II ... son of Humban-numena II 

Sutur-Nahhunte I ... son of Humban-numena II 

(disappearance of the monarchy, Susa under Babylonian rule since Hutelutus-Insusinak? 6 ) 

NEO-ELAMITE PERIOD 

Humban-tahra ... king of Elam? 

Humban-mena ... son of (?) Humban-tahra 
Humban-nikas I ... son of Humban-tahra 
Sutur-Nahhunte II ... son of Humban-mena 
Hallusu ... son of Humban-mena 

Kutir-Nahhunte III ... son of (?) Sutur-Nahhunte II; abdicated 
Humban-menana ... son of (?) Humban-mena; rival since 693 
Humban-haltas I ... son of (?) Humban-mena 
Humban-haltas II ... son of Humban-haltas I 
Urtah (Surtaku) ... son of Humban-haltas I 
Te’umman ... usurper 

Humban-nikas II ... son of Urtak; Assyrian vassal at Madaktu 
Tammaritu I ... son of Urtak; Assyrian vassal at Hidalu 
Tammaritu II ... son of Humban-appa, son of Urtak; at Madaktu; deposed 
Indabibi ... usurper 

Humban-haltas III ... son of Attametu; deposed 
Humban-nikas III ... son of Amedirra 
Humban-habua... usurper; deposed 
Tammaritu II ... restored; deposed 
Humban-haltas III ... restored 
Pa’e ... fled to Assyria c.644 
Sutur-Nahhunte III ... son of Indada 
Hallutas-Insusinak ... son of Humban-tahra 7 
Ummanunu ... king at Susa 8 ; Babylonian vassal? 


4 Sometimes designated Kidin-Hutran II; positing a distinct Kidin-Hutran III (or rather Kidin-Hudurudis II) as 
the successor of Napirisa-untas is deemed unnecessary by QUINTANA 1010. 

5 Or possibly son of Silhak-Insusinak I. 

6 Two kings named Aksir-Nahhunte (Nasur-Nahhunte?) and Aksir-simut (Nasur-simut?) are attested at Ansan. 

7 QUINTANA 1994 identifies Hallutas-Insusinak (Hallusur-Insusinak) with Hallusu. 

8 Among other regional rulers in Elam during this period there is a Humban-suturuk, son of Sati-hupiti. 
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£■•565-550 

£■•550-535 

£■•535-? 

511 

52.1 

510-519 


Silhak-Insusinak II ... son of Ummanunu 

Tepti-Humban-Insusinak ... son of Silhak-Insusinak II 9 ; Persian vassal? 
Hutran-tepti? ... Persian vassal? 

Hasina (A<pna) ... son of Ukbataranma (Upadrama); rebel against Persian rule 
Ummanis (Immanis 10 ) ... son of Sinahris; rebel against Persian rule 
Atta-hamiti-Insusinak (Atamaita 11 ) ... son of Hutran-tepti; rebel against Persian rule 
(to Achaemenid Persia 519) 
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